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Many remain critical of state of U.S. democracy: AP-NORC poll

From Front

By GARY FIELDS and CHRIS-
TINA A. CASSIDY
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Many
Americans remain pessimis-
fic about the state of U.S.
democracy and the way
elected officials are cho-
sen -- nearly two years after
a divisive presidential elec-
fion spurred false claims of
widespread fraud and a
violent aftack on the U.S.
Capitol.

Only about half of Ameri-
cans have high confidence
that votes in the upcoming
midterm elections will be
counted accurately, ac-
cording to a new poll by
The Associated Press-NORC
Center for Public Affairs Re-
search, though that's an
improvement from about 4
in 10 saying that just before
the 2020 presidential elec-
tion. Just 9% of U.S. adults
think democracy is working
"extremely" or "very well,"
while 52% say it's not work-
ing well.

In areversal from two years
ago, Republicans are now
more likely than Demo-
crats to say democracy is
not working well. This year,
68% of Republicans feel this
way compared with 32%
two years ago. The share
of Democrats with a sour
outlook on how democra-
cy is functioning in the U.S.
dropped from 63% to 40%.
Ronald McGraw 3r., 67, of
Indianapolis, is a retfired
consfruction worker who
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Supporters of then-President Donald Trump gather for a rally on

Jan. 6, 2021, at the Ellipse near the White House in Washington.

recently registered to vote
and intends to cast a ballot
for the first time this year.

"I thought I'd let everybody
else put their vote in and
just go with the flow, but
this whole thing is atf stake
now," he said, referring to
democracy, the economy,
"everything, how the whole
country runs."

McGraw, who is Black and
considers himself a moder-
ate, said a big concern is
the political furmail in the
country and the fact that
he sees too many self-serv-
ing polificians concerned
with  power, especially
those who work against
the interest of minorities.
He said he registered as
a Republican but did not
give any thought to party
platforms or stances at the
fime.

" am paying attention
now," he said.

After every presidential
election, members of the

Associated Press

losing candidate's party
can experience a letdown.
The fallout from the 2020
election has been deep-
er, fueled by the lies from
former President Donald
Trump and his allies that
Democrats stole the elec-
fion.

There is no evidence of
widespread fraud or ma-
nipulation of voting mao-
chines. Exhaustive reviews
in key states upheld Demo-
crat Joe Biden's win, while
judges — including some
appointed by Trump — dis-
missed numerous lawsuits
challenging the outcome.
Trump's own atftorney gen-
eral, William Barr, called the
claims bogus.

The general despair over
democracy comes after
decades of increasing po-
larization nationwide, from
the presidential and con-
gressional races down fo
local contests such as rac-
es for school boards.

Overall, just a quarter of
U.S. adults — including simi-
lar percentages of Republi-
cans and Democrats — say
they are opftimistic about
the way leaders are cho-
sen, while 43% say they are
pessimistic. An additional
31% feel neither.

Adam Coykendall, a
31-year-old social studies
teacher from Ashland, Wis-
consin, said he sees party
loyalties driving lawmakers
more than the good of the
country.

"| feel like everything is be-
coming a little more divi-
sive, a little more polarized,
more focused on party
loyalty ... rather than work-
ing for your constituency,
having things that work for
people rather than working
for the party," said Coyken-
dall, who described himself
as an independent who
leans toward the Demo-
cratic Party.

The AP-NORC poll also
found a large segment
of Republicans, 58%, sfill
believe Biden's election
wasn't  legitimate. That's
down slightly from 66% in
July 2021.

Gary Phelps, a 70-year-
old retired truck driver in
Clearwater, Minnesota, ac-
cepts Biden is president but
doesn't think he was legiti-
mately elected. Phelps said
he was concerned about
voter fraud, mail ballots be-
ing received and counted
after Election Day, and ir-
regularities with some vot-
ing machines, although he

acknowledged it's based
on his feeling rather than
evidence.

Phelps remains concerned
about the voting process
and whether the tallies will
be accurate. "l would hope
so, but | don't think so," the

Republican-leaning inde-
pendent said.
The poll shows 47% of

Americans say they have
"a great deal" or "quite a
bit" of confidence that the
votes in the 2022 midterm
elections will be counted
accurately. Confidence is
highest among Democrats,
74% of whom say they're
highly confident. On the
Republican side, confi-
dence in elections is de-
cidedly mixed: 25% have
high confidence, 30% have
moderate confidence and
45% have little to no confi-
dence.

That erosion of frust comes
after two years of Trump
and his allies promoting lies
about the 2020 presiden-
fial election and peddling
conspiracy theories about
voting machines.
Narratives about mailed
ballots mysteriously chang-
ing votfe totals have been
one persistent source of
misinformation. To be clear,
results announced on elec-
tion night are unofficial and
often incomplete. It's nor-
mal for counting to contin-
ue several days after Elec-
tion Day, as mailed ballots
received by their deadline
are processed and added
to the tally.(d

A portion of the 1040 U.S. Individual Income Tax Return form is
shown July 24, 2018, in New York.

By FATIMA HUSSEIN
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — Tax-
payers will get fatter stan-
dard deductions for 2023
and all seven federal in-

Associated Press

come tax bracket levels
will be revised upward as
the government allows
people to shield more of
their money from taxation
because of persistently

IRS ups standard deductions, tax
brackets due to inflation

high inflation.

For couples who file jointly
for tax year 2023, the stan-
dard deduction increases
to $27,700 up $1,800 from
tax year 2022, the IRS an-
nounced. Single taxpayers
and married people filing
separately will see their the
standard deduction rise to
$13,850, up $900, and for
heads of households, the
standard deduction wiill
be $20,800, up $1,400.

The adjustments come as
inflation accelerated in
September, with the Con-
sumer Price Index rising

0.4% last month after just
0.1% in August. Inflation
is up 8.2% for the past 12
months.

Some items that were
indexed for inflation in
the past will remain un-
changed, such as the per-
sonal exemption, which
remains at zero. And the
limitation on itemized de-
ductions was eliminated
under President Donald
Trump.

The government adjusts a
variety of benefits and in-
dexes based on inflation.
Last week, the Social Se-

curity  Administration an-
nounced a 8.7% cost of
living adjustment increase
for benefits recipients be-
ginning in January 2023.
The cost-of living adjust-
ment — the largest in more
than 40 years — means
the average recipient will
receive more than $140
extira a month beginning
in January, the Social Se-
curity Administration said.
The maximum amount of
earnings subject to Social
Security payroll taxes for
2023 is $160,200, up from
$147,000 in 2022.1



A doctor uses a hand-held Doppler probe on a pregnant woman to measure the heartbeat of the
fetus on Dec. 17, 2021, in Jackson, Miss.

Associated Press

COVID-19 linked to increase in U.S.

pregnhancy-related deaths

By AMANDA SEITZ
Associated Press
WASHINGTON (AP) — CO-
VID-19 drove a dramatic
increase in the number
of women who died from
pregnancy or childbirth
complications in the U.S.
last year, a crisis that has
disproportionately claimed
Black and Hispanic wom-
en as victims, accord-
ing to a report released
Wednesday.. The report
lays out grim trends across
the country for expectant
mothers and their newborn
babies.

It finds that pregnancy-re-
lated deaths have spiked
nearly 80% since 2018, with
COVID-19 being a factor
in a quarter of the 1,178
deaths reported last year.
The percentage of preterm
and low birthweight ba-
bies also went up last year,
affer holding steady for
years. And more pregnant
or postpartum women are
reporting symptoms of de-
pression.

"We were dlready in the
middle of a crisis with
maternal mortality in our
country,” said Karen Tabb
Dina, a maternal health re-
searcher at the University
of lllinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign. “This really shows
that COVID-19 has exac-
erbated that crisis to rates
that we, as a country, are
not able to handle.”

The nonpartisan U.S. Gov-

ernment Accountability
Office, which authored the
report, analyzed pregnan-
cy-related deaths after
Congress mandated that
it review maternal health
outcomes in the 2020 coro-
navirus relief bill.

The maternal death rate in
the U.S. is higher than many
other developed nations
and had been on the rise
in the years leading up fo
the pandemic, but CO-
VID-19 has only worsened
condifions here for preg-
nant women. Women who
contract the virus while
pregnant face elevated
health risks. Staffing short-
ages and COVID-19 restric-
tions created more hurdles
for expecting mothers to
get in-person health care;
And pandemic stress has
intensified depression, a
common condition during
pregnancy. Mental health
issues likely contributed to
the increase in pregnancy-
related deaths, Tabb Dina
said. Many women who
experience depression and
anxiety during or after their
pregnancy struggle to get
the care they need.
“Mental health is the great-
est complication in preg-
nancy that we don't un-
derstand,” she said.

The biggest spike in deaths
came during July through
December of last year, as
the COVID-19 delta vari-
ant infected millions, noted

Carolyn Yocom, a director
at the Government Ac-
countability Office.

“It's really clear from the
data that the fime in which
the delta variant spread
seemed to correspond to a
huge increase in deaths,”
Yocom said.

The maternal death rate is
particularly stark for Black
women, who have long
faced worse maternal out-
comes than their peers.
Pregnancy-related deaths
for every 100,000 births
climbed from 44 in 2019 to
68.9 among Black women
last year. White women
had death rates of 26.1 last
year, a jump from 17.9 in
2019. Death rates among
Hispanics had been on the
decline, but they swelled
again during the pandem-
ic from 12.6 per 100,000 in
2019 to 27.5 last year.

Black and Hispanic people
have also died at higher
rates from COVID-19, in
part because they have
less access to medical
care and often work essen-
tial jobs that exposed them
to the virus.

Long before COVID-19 be-
gan spreading, the stage
was set for Black, low-in-
come and rural women to
receive subpar pregnancy
care -- putting them at fur-
ther risk for their pregnan-
cies to go wrong, accord-
ing to a separate GAO
report.]
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The Treasury Building is viewed in Washington, May 4, 2021.
Associated Press

U.S. sanctions Mexicans
linked to powerful
Sinaloa drug cartel

By FATIMA HUSSEIN

Associated Press

WASHINGTON (AP) — The Treasury Department on
Wednesday sanctioned a group of people and com-
panies connected to Mexico's powerful Sinaloa drug
cartel, including a sibling involved in the family-run Vo-
lenzuela drug trafficking organization.

The sanctions against Juan Francisco Valenzuela Valen-
zuela and his organization, sometimes called the Valen-
zuela DTO, freeze all their property and other interests in
the U.S. and bar Americans and American companies
from doing business with them.

Valenzuela and his siblings Jorge Alberto Valenzuela
Valenzuela and Wuendi Yuridia Valenzuela Valenzuela
were arrested in 2020 and 2021 as their organization
was accused of importing and fransporting multi-ton
quantities of illicit drugs, including methamphetamine,
heroin and fentanyl, from Mexico to the United States.
“The Valenzuela drug trafficking organization fuels the
ongoing drug epidemic we face in the United States,
which has resulted in the deaths of tens of thousands
of Americans annually,” Treasury Under Secretary Brian
Nelson said. “Starving this network of resources will help
deprive the Sinaloa cartel of critical support it needs to
traffic its dangerous illicit drugs.”

Nearly 92,000 people in the U.S. died from overdoses
involving drugs, including illicit drugs and prescriptfion
opioids, in 2020, according to the National Institute on
Drug Abuse.

Treasury said it also sanctioned Valenzuela DTO mem-
bers Hector Alfonso Araujo Peralta and Raul Rivas
Chaires and three Mexico-based transportation com-
panies accused of completing fransactions that con-
fributed to the international proliferation of illicit drugs.
In October 2021, federal drug trafficking indictments
were returned in California against Juan Francisco
Valenzuela Valenzuela, Peralta and Chaires. Valenzu-
ela and his siblings were in custody and couldn’t be
reached for comment. Peralta and Chaires are fugi-
fives.

The Sinaloa cartel’s notorious drug lord Joaquin “El Chao-
po” Guzman was convicted in 2019 of running an indus-
frial-scale smuggling operation. At his frial, prosecutors
said evidence gathered since the late 1980s showed
he and his murderous cartel made billions of dollars by
smuggling tfons of cocaine, heroin, meth and marijuana
info the U.S.(Q
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NYC opens emergency center for influx of bused migrants

e

By DEEPTI HAJELA
Associated Press

NEW YORK (AP) — A com-
plex of giant tents built on
an island opened Wednes-
day as New York City’s lat-
est temporary shelter for
an influx of international
migrants being bused into
the city by southern border
states.

The humanitarian relief
center on Randall’s Island
is infended to be a tempo-
rary waystation for single,
adult men — many from
Venezuela — who have
been arriving several times
per week on buses char-
tered predominantly from
Texas.

Spartan and utilitarian, the
fents include cofs for up
to 500 people, laundry fa-
cilities, a dining hall and
phones for residents fo
make international calls.
The city’s plan is to bring
single men to the facility af-
ter they come into the main
Manhattan bus terminal
and to house them there
for a period of days while
determining next steps, of-
ficials said. The first arrivals
were brought fo the center
on Wednesday.

"We needed a different
type of operation that
gave us the time and
space to welcome peo-
ple, provide them a warm
meal, shower, a place to
sleep, to understand their
medical needs, to really
then work with them to fig-
ure out what their next step
is going to be,” said Emer-
gency Management Com-
missioner Zach Iscol.

The white, plastic-walled
tents also include a space

New York’s Office of Immigrant Affairs Commissioner Manuel Castro, far left, Health and Hospital

Vice President Dr. Ted Long, second from left, Deputy Mayor for Health and Human Services Anne
Williams-Isom, second from right, and Emergency Management Commissioner Zach Iscol, far
right, hold a news briefing in the sleeping area of the city’s latest temporary shelter on Randall’s
Island, Oct. 18, 2022, in New York.

where migrants can meet
with case workers to deter-
mine their next steps, as well
as a recreational room with
televisions, video games
and board games. They
are heated, since over-
night autumn temperatures
can fall into the 40s and
30s. In the sleeping areq,
row upon row of green cofs
stretch out, each one with
a pillow, some sheets and
a blanket, and some tow-
els. The city said it will be
able to double the sleep-
ing capacity of the tents, if
needed.

Similar types of tents have
been used as temporary
shelters in other places, like
the southern U.S. border.
In recent years, both the
Trump and Biden adminis-

frations have come under
criticism for conditions in
some tents, including over-
crowding.

In recent months, New York
City has seen an unexpect-
ed increase in migrants
seeking asylum in the Unit-
ed States who have been
sent tfo the city from other
states including Texas and
Arizona. The influx has put
a strain on the city's shel-
ter system, leading officials
to look for other places to
house people and propose
the temporary tent facili-
ties. Migrant families with
children are being housed
in a hotel.

New York City's homeless
shelter system is now burst-
ing with more than 63,300
residents. While there are

Associated Press

fewer families in the shelters
now than there were in the
years before the pandem-
ic, the number of single
men has soared since the
spring, largely because of
the influx of migrants. There
were more than 20,000 sin-
gle adults in the shelter sys-
fem Monday, up 23% from
the nightly average in July.
Mayor Eric Adams de-
clared a state of emergen-
cy earlier this month, call-
ing the increased demand
being put on the city “not
sustainable.”

The tents were initially
planned for a far-off cor-
ner of the Bronx, but were
moved after concerns
about flooding and crifi-
cism from immigrant ad-
vocates over the remote

location. Iscol said the Ran-
dall's Island location was
safe from flooding.
Advocates remain con-
cerned even with the new
location, questioning what
conditions migrants will be
kept in, and whether the
support they get will be ad-
equate.

Kathryn KIiff, an attorney
with The Legal Aid Society,
said there were questions
about what kind of over-
sight would be maintained
at the center, which is not
part of the city’s homeless
shelter system and so does
not fall under the same
court-ordered oversight
some of the shelters do.
And there were still con-
cerns about why migrants
were in fents atf all, instead
of buildings like hotels.
Murad Awawdeh, execu-
five director of the New
York Immigration Coalition,
said in a statement that
opening the tent center
was “a stain on our city’s
rich history of welcoming
immigrants  and  morally
reprehensible. ... To con-
tinue ignoring the calls from
advocates and other city
officials to utilize alterna-
five and more appropriate
housing options, and in-
stead begin implementing
this dangerous plan, Mayor
Adams has compromised
New York City's status as a
beacon of hope.”
Randall’s Island is located
in the waters between the
Bronx, Manhaftan and
Queens. Five bridges con-
nect it to the three bor-
oughs, and the city’s sub-
way system is a bus ride or
walk away.
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flooded mobile home community in lona, an unincorporated
community in Lee County near Fort Myers, Fla., Sept. 29, 2022.

Associated Press

Florida sees rise in flesh-eating
bacteria amid lan concerns

FORT MYERS, Fla. (AP) —
Florida has seen an in-
crease in cases of flesh-
eating bacteria this year
driven largely by a surge in
the county hit hardest by
Hurricane lan.

The state Department of
Health reports that as of
Friday there have been 65
cases of vibrio vulnificus in-
fections and 11 deaths in
Florida this year. That com-
pares with 34 cases and 10

deaths reported during all
of 2021.

In Lee County, where lan
stormed ashore last month,
the health department re-
ports 29 cases this year
and four deaths.

Health officials didn’t give
a breakdown of how many
of the cases were before
or after lan struck.

Lee County health officials
earlier this month warned
people that the post-hur-

ricane environment — in-
cluding warm, standing
water — could pose a

danger from the potential-
ly deadly bacteria.

“Flood waters and stand-
ing waters following a hur-
ricane pose many risks, in-
cluding infectious diseases
such as vibrio vulnificus,”
the county health depart-
ment said in a news release
Oct. 3 that urged the pub-
lic to take precautions.]
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Putin declares martial law in annexed regions of Ukraine

MOSCOW (AP) — Russian
President Vliadimir Putin de-
clared martial laow Wednes-
day in the four regions of
Ukraine that Moscow an-
nexed and gave all region-
al governors in Russia emer-
gency powers that open
the door for sweeping new
restrictions throughout the
country.

Putin didn't immediately
spell out the steps that
would be taken under
martial law, but said his or-
der was effective starting
Thursday. His decree gave
law enforcement agencies
three days to submit spe-
cific proposals and orders
the creation of ferritorial
defense forces in the an-
nexed regions.

The upper house of Rus-
sia’s parliament quickly en-
dorsed Putin's decision to
impose martial law in the
annexed Donetsk, Kher-
son, Luhansk and Zaporizh-
zhia regions. The approved
legislation indicated the
declaration may involve
restrictions on travel and
public gatherings, tighter
censorship  and broader
authority for law enforce-
ment agencies. “We are
working to solve very dif-
ficult large-scale tasks to
ensure Russia’s security and
safe future, to protect our

-.:::ﬁ. L4 ﬁ

Russian President Vladimir Putin listens to Samara Region
Governor Dmitry Azarov during their meeting in Moscow, Russia,

Tuesday, Oct. 18, 2022.

people,” Putin said in tele-
vised remarks at the start
of a Security Council meet-
ing. “Those who are on the
frontlines or undergoing
fraining at firing ranges and
fraining centers should feel
our support and know that
they have our big, great
country and unified people
behind their back.”

On Saturday, the Russian
Defense Ministry said two
men fired at soldiers on a
military firing range near
Ukraine, kiling 11 and
wounding 15. The ministry
said two men from an un-
named former Soviet re-
public fired on volunteer
soldiers during target prac-
tice before they were killed

Associated Press

by return fire.

Putin didn’t provide details
of the extra powers the
heads of Russian regions
will have under his decree.
However, the order states
that measures envisaged
by martial law could be in-
froduced anywhere in Rus-
sia “when necessary.”
According to the Russian
legislation,  martial  law
could require banning pub-
lic gatherings, infroducing
fravel bans and curfews,
and conducting censor-
ship, among other restric-
fions.

Kremlin spokesman Dmi-
fry Peskov said Putin's or-
der doesn't anficipate the
closure of Russia’s borders,

state news agency RIA-
Novosti reported. In an ap-
parent attempt to assuage
a nervous public, regional
authorities rushed to de-
clare that no immediate
curfews or restrictions on
fravel were planned.

Putin last month ordered a
mobilization of army reserv-
ists, prompting hundreds of
thousands of men to flee
Russia. The Russian leader
on Wednesday also or-
dered the establishment of
a Coordination Committee
to increase interactions be-
tween government agen-
cies in dealing with the
fighting in Ukraine, which
Putin confinued to call a
“special military opera-
fion.” Prime Minister Mikhail
Mishustin, who was named
fo lead the committee, said
it would focus on boosting
supplies of weapons and
military equipment, con-
ducting construction work
and facilitating fransporta-
fion.

In Russia’s regions border-
ing Ukraine, authorities
plan fo tighten security at
key facilities and conduct
checks of motorists, among
other measures, according
fo Andrei Kartapolov, head
of the defense committee
of Russian lower house of
parliament.]

UK: Protester calls assault at Chinese Consulate ‘barbaric’

LONDON (AP) — A Hong
Kong protester on Wednes-
day described getting
pulled info the Chinese
Consulate in Manchester,
England, and beaten up
by several staff members
during an incident that
has escalated tensions be-

tween Britain and China.

Bob Chan said he and oth-
ers were holding a peace-
ful antigovernment protest
outfside the consulafe on
Sunday when masked men
came out, tore down the
protesters’ banners and
dragged him inside the

Hong Kong protester Bob Chan, left, who dalleged he was
dragged into the Chinese Consulate in Manchester and beaten
up during a demonstration, poses with British MP lain Duncan
Smith during a news conference in London, Wednesday, Oct.
19 2022.

Associated Press

buildings gates. Speaking
during a news conference
in London, Chan rejected
the Chinese government’s
claim that he had illegally
entered the consulate’s
grounds and threatened its
security.

“The attack only stopped
when police pulled me out-
side. Let me say again: It is
clear | was dragged into
the consulate. | did not at-
tfempt to enter the consul-
ate voluntarily,” he said.
British lawmakers, including
former Conservative Party
leader lain Duncan Smith,
have urged the U.K. gov-
ernment to expel any Chi-
nese diplomats involved.
Chan’s supporters alleged
the Chinese consul general
in Manchester and other
Chinese diplomats took
part in the reported assault.
Chan, who recently fled
Hong Kong after Beijing in-

tensified its crackdown on
civil liberties in the city, said
he suffered injuries to his
eyes, his back and his head
where his hair was pulled.
He described the aftack
as “barbaric” and “unpro-
voked.” "l believe the UK. is
a very safe place, a place
with freedom of speech.
That (Chinese) consulate
staff can so brazenly pull
someone inside and beat
them up in broad daylight
is unimaginable,” he said.
“It's shocking, and this
should not happen.”
China’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs said a protester “il-
legally entered” the con-
sulate and ‘“jeopardized
the security of the Chinese
diplomatic premises,” and
that Chinese diplomatic
missions abroad have the
right to take “necessary
measures” to  maintain
security.
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® The best Shaved ice
® Delicious lunch

® fresh Fruits Smoothies
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info@arubaostrichfarm.com
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U.N. vote delayed on sanct

§a

By EDITH M. LEDERER
Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS (AP) —
Supporters of a U.N. resolu-
tion that would demand an
immediate end to violence
and criminal activity in Haiti
and impose sanctions on
influential gang leader Jim-
my Cherizier, nicknamed
"Barbecue," said Wednes-
day a vote has been de-
layed.

The Security Council vote
had been called for the
affernoon but key Secu-
rity Council members con-
firmed the postponement
for a few days.

France's U.N. Ambassador
Nicolas De Riviere told re-
porters earlier: "I'm not sure
the vote will be today -- it
could take a littfle more."
The sanctions measure is
the first of two resolutions
on Haiti sponsored by the
United States and Mexico
to be considered by the
U.N.'s most powerful body.
A second resolution, which
is still being worked on,
would authorize an interna-
fional force to help improve
security in the counftry in re-
sponse to an Oct. 7 request
from Haiti's Prime Minister
Ariel Henry.

Russia's Feputy U.N. Ambas-
sador Dmitry Polyansky told
the council Monday that
Moscow can't support "at-
tempts to push through a
sanctions resolution" and
agreed to look into impos-
ing restrictive  measures
only after considering their
"efficiency," targeted na-

ture and humanitarian
conseguences.
The sanctions resolution

names Cherizier, but would
also impose sanctions on
other Haitian individuals
and groups whose actions
threaten the peace, secu-
rity or stability of the West-
ern Hemisphere's poorest
country, according fo the
final draft obtained by The
Associated Press.

Daily life in Haiti began
fo spin out of control last
month just hours after prime
minister Henry said fuel sub-
sidies would be eliminated,
causing prices to double.
Gangs blocked the en-
france to the Varreux fuel
terminal, leading fo a se-
vere shortage of fuel at a
fime when clean water is
also scarce and the coun-

ions to curb Haiti viole

Jimmy Cherizier, alias Barbecue, a former police officer who heads a gang coalition known as
"G9 Family and Allies, leads a march to demand justice for slain Haitian President Jovenel Moise
in Lower Delmas, a district of Port-au- Prince, Haiti July 26, 2021.

try is trying to deal with a
deadly cholera outbreak.
Cherizier, a former police
officer who leads an al-
lionce of Haitian gangs
known as the "G9 Family
and Allies," would face an
international fravel ban,
asset freeze and arms em-
bargo if the resolution is
adopted. A Security Coun-
cil committee would be
established to designate
other Haitians and groups
fo be put on a sanctions
blacklist.

"Cherizier and his G9 gang
confederation are ac-
fively blocking the free
movement of fuel from the
Varreux fuel terminal — the
largest in Haiti," the draft
resolution says. "His actions
have directly contributed
to the economic paralysis
and humanitarian crisis in
Haiti."

Cherizier also "has en-
gaged in acts that threat-
en the peace, security,
and stability of Haiti and
has planned, directed, or
committed acts that con-
stitute serious human rights
abuses," the draft resolution
says.

While serving in the police,
it says, he planned and
participated in a deadly
aftack in November 2018
in the capital's La Saline
neighborhood where at
least 71 people were killed,
over 400 houses destroyed
and at least seven women
raped by armed gangs.

In a video posted on Face-
book last week, Cherizier
called on the government
to grant him and G% mem-
bers amnesty and to void
all arrest warrants against
them.

He said in Creole that Haiti's
economic and social situ-
afion is worsening by the
day, so "there is no better
fime than today to disman-
tle the system."

He outlined a fransitional
plan for restoring order
in Haiti. It would include
creation of a "Council of
Sages" with one represen-
tative from each of Haiti's
10 departments to govern
the country with an interim
president until a presiden-
fial election could be held
in February 2024. It also calls
for restructuring Haiti's Na-
tional Police and strength-

Associated Press

ening the army.

The draft resolution express-
es "grave concern about
the extremely high levels of
gang violence and other
criminal activities, including
kidnappings, trafficking in
persons and the smuggling
of migrants, and homicides,
and sexual and gender-
based violence including
rape and sexual slavery, as
well as ongoing impunity
for perpetrators, corruption
and recruitment of children
by gangs and the implico-
tions of Haiti's situatfion for
the region."

It demands "an immediate
cessation of violence, crim-
inal activities, and human
rights abuses which under-
mine the peace, stability
and security of Haiti and
the region."

And it urges "all political ac-
tors" fo engage in negofio-
tions to overcome the crisis
in Haiti and allow legislative
and presidential elections
to be held "as soon as the
local security situatfion per-
mits."

Political instability has sim-
mered ever since last year's
still-unsolved  assassination

nce, crime

of Haitian President Jove-
nel Moise, who had faced
opposition protests calling
for his resignation over cor-
ruption charges and claims
that his five-year term had
expired. Moise dissolved
Parliament in January 2020
after legislators failed to
hold elections in 2019 amid
political gridlock.

Haiti has been gripped
by inflafion, causing rising
prices that have put food
and fuel out of reach for
many, as well as protests
that have brought soci-
ety to the breaking point.
Violence is raging, making
parents afraid to send their
kids to school. Hospitals,
banks and grocery stores
are struggling to stay open.
Clean water is scarce and
the country is trying to deal
with a cholera outbreak.
The president of neighbor-
ing Dominican Republic,
which shares the Carib-
bean island of Hispaniola,
recently described the situ-
ation as a "low-intensity civil
war."

U.S. Ambassador Linda
Thomas-Greenfield an-
nounced Monday that a
resolufion on a "non-U.N."
mission fo help Haifi was
being prepared.

It would be limited in time
and scope and will be led
by "a partner country,”
which was not identified,
"with the deep, neces-
sary experience required
for such an effort to be ef-
fective," she said. It would
have a mandafe to use
military force if necessary.
Thomas-Greenfield said
the proposed mission was
in response to Henry's Oct.
7 request and reflects one
option suggested in a letter
from U.N. Secretary-Gener-
al Antonio Guterres to the
council Oct. 9 that called
for deployment of a rapid
action force by one or sev-
eral U.N. member nations
tfo help Haiti's National Po-
lice.

Mexico's U.N. Ambassador
Juan Ramon de la Fuente
Ramirez said earlier Tues-
day that he expected ac-
tion "very, very soon" on the
sanctions resolution, "and
then we'll have to start
working on the second one
which is going to take a
little more work and a few
more days."
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Aruba Karate Bond successfully completed
first National Course for Referee and Coach

ORANJESTAD - It was a
historical moment in the
trajectory of Aruba Karate
Bond (AKB) when on Thurs-
day 13th of October 2022,
the first national course for
referee and coach took
place at the Hyatt Place
Business Center in a very
positive and nice atmo-
sphere.

The board of Aruba Kara-
te Bond, under Chairman
Felix Tromp congratulates
instructor sensei Gustavo
Velasquez for his great
contribution in preparing

and giving the course to a
total of 16 participants.

The participants are mem-
bers of Aruba Karate bond
of the organizations SKIF
Aruba, RyuBuKai Aruba
and Shotokai Aruba. They

were Shawn-Carl  Solag-
nier, Tiana Tromp, Juan
David Velasquez, Gen-

esis Tromp, Jeshua Meijia,
Olga Guaitarilla, Mariana
Rodriguez, Edith Shaw Var-
gas, Bachera Marin, An-
drés Pina, Lipika Motwani,
Frederik Quandus, Jean
Pierre  Winterdaal, Jesus
Calderon, Kyran Tromp

and Zillion Brugés.

The course covered all
rules of the World Karate
Federation. Also the course
included different tips for
kumite (combat between
karateka) and kata (karate
fechnique and imaginary
combat) divided under the
function of either referee or
coach.

The course ended in an
exam where four partici-
pants succeeded as ref-
eree, nine succeeded as
coach, and three are from
the selection (Jeshua Me-
jia, Kyran Tromp and Zillion
Bruges) who participated
as a test (to measure) their
theoreftical knowledge
in order to be better pre-
pared for championships.

The board of Aruba Ka-
rate Bond congratulates
the participants and said
they are preparing for the
special day in which they
will hand out certifications.
Finally, the board thanked
its group of volunteers who
always help to execute this
type of events.(

Minister of Justice attending

ORANJESTAD - Aruban
Minister of Justice and So-
cial Affairs, Mr. Rocco Tjon
is currently attending the
90th Interpol General As-
sembly in India, which is
focused on fighting orga-
nized crime, financial cri-
men and corruption.

During the opening of this
congress, in  which 195
counftries are participating,
the Prime Minister of India,

o
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Mr. Narendra Modi focused
on the importance of fight-
ing financial crime, orga-
nized crime and corruption.

Jurgen Stock, General Sec-
retary of Interpol, explained
the importance of global
security that was estab-
lished through cooperation
and the sharing of informa-
fion between agencies of
low enforcement. Aside
from this, the president of

el 5
Interpol, Mr. Ahmed Naser
al-Raisi explained the im-
portance of the collabo-
ration between the 195
countries that are members
of Interpol. For this, Interpol
makes available technolo-
gy for gathering of informa-
fion to use in analyzing and
sharing information.

According to minister Tjon,
it is important for Aruba to
make better use of the vari-

ous inifiatives that Interpol
offers o member countries.
The opportunities are di-
verse, varying from help in
fighting crime to capacity
building for those working
in the judiciary apparatus.

E strategic agenda of the
Aruban ministry of Justfice
and Social Affairs, which
was shared with the Parlio-
ment of Aruba, is precisely
focused on these aspects,

according fo a press re-
lease.

The upcoming days at the
Congress, aside from the
official program, the Aru-
ban delegation will be car-
rying out different conver-
sations with representatives
from Interpol and other
countries’ delegations in
order to fortify the above-
mentioned points.
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Bowls Noodle Bar recently opened at their new loca-
tion at The Village, near the High Rise Hotels. To cel-
ebrate, they are launching their new Happy Hour from
9pm to 11pm every day.

Before the pandemic, Bowls Noodle Bar opened at the
Hyatt by the airport, and was in the process of opening
a second location at The Village when the pandemic
hit. Due to the consequences of the pandemic, they
decided to close the restaurant by the airport and
open their new location at The Village. Their new lo-
cation has been open for about six months to great
results.

Bowls Noodle Bar invites you to take
advantage of their October Specials

At The Village, night time is the best
fime. This is why they are now offering a
daily Happy Hour, from ?2pm to 11pm. It
includes $3 beer and $5 cocktails.

Their cocktails are made in-house with a
unigue fusion of Asian flavors, for exam-
ple, the popular purple Ube Mojito, with
the flavor of fraditional Ube, a Japanese
dessert; the Blue Samurai with ginger flo-
vor; and the refreshing Fruity Blossoms,
with a flavor encompassing the Sakura,
the famous Japanese Cherry Blossoms.
You can try all these for only $5 each
during Happy Hour.

Fusion is at the core of the unique flavors
of Bowls Noodle Bar, and this is expressed
beautifully in their traditional Japanese
soups. They are the only restaurant in
Aruba that has most of the noodles fro-
ditionally used, Udon, Ramen, and Rice
noodles. Ramen noodles, served fresh,
are a surprising flavor for those who are
used fo dried ramen noodles.They also
have Jasmine rice for the rice bowls.

Their authentic soups are the highlight
and star. Chef Warren explains that
there are four main components fo
the soup: the broth, the noodles, tare,
and the oil, and these are very impor-
tant for the traditional Japanese soups.
At Bowls Noodle Bar, they have a wide
variety of flavors to cater to every taste,
like the famous Pork Chashu. It comes
with fresh ramen noodles, and it's the
pride of Bowls Noodle Bar. Chef Warren
says that the broth for this soup takes
two to three days to make, and is made
in-house, with fresh and delicious ingre-
dients. They also cater to vegetarians
and vegans, with various options on the
menu like tofu mushroom soup, vege-
table gyoza, wontfon, and fresh kimchi
fermented at the restaurant.

The wok concept also allows you to cre-
ate your own unique dish, choosing your
base, protein, vegetables and sauce.

Origin

The founders of Bowls Noodle Bar, Dex-
ter Moreno and his partner Lai, opened
their first locafion on Curacao. They
fraveled to Japan fo study Japanese
Cuisine, and they fell in love with Jap-
anese soup. Lai's parents are Chinese,
and this is the start of the Asian-fusion
flavors that are both surprising and de-
lectable, combining Japanese, Chinese
and even some Korean cuisine. Chef
Warren was trained in these traditional
flavors by the founders themselves.

They came to Aruba where Dexter ap-
proached some ex-colleagues in the in-
dustry to open a location on the island,
and with a local feam, opened Bowls
Noodle Bar Aruba with a more extensive
menu.

And for the month of October Bowls
Boodle Bar has created an October
Special

Mondays you can get 20% off on your
entire bill,

Tuesdays is Dollar to Florins on all food,
beers and wines,

Wednesday you can get 20% off on
Noodle Soups,

Thursday is 20% off on Stir Fry and

Friday is 20% off on Izakaya.

Opening hours are Monday to Thurs-
day 5pm - 11:30pm; Friday and Sat-
urday 5om - 12pm; and Sunday 5pm
— 11:30pm. Come visit for great atmo-
sphere, delicious flavors, and a Happy
Hour to remember!]
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International Amphibious Exercise in Aruba

The international exercise
‘Tres Kolos' is held once ev-
ery two years and this year
on and near Aruba. This
will take place from Oc-
tober 19 till 26. During this
period Dutch, American
and French soldiers shall
participate in this exercise.
Soldiers participate in the
exercise. This year, Aruban
military personnel are also
taking part in the exercise.

Trés Kolos (three colors)

since 2010 is known by this
name. The three colors re-
fer to the colors of the flags
from the historical partici-
pating countries. The exer-
cises consist of a competi-
five part of military activi-
fies and a part with tactical
exercises. The competition
part includes elements
such as a speed march, a
water obstacle course, an
amphibious crossing, shoot-
ing and navigation assign-
ments.

The tactical part consists of
various exercises in which
divergent military scenarios
are practiced.

All activities that are exe-
cuted during Trés Kolos are
particularly challenging ac-
fivities. Military and physicall
skills are heavily addressed
hereby, in order to bring
out the best in the teams in
terms of sportsmanship, co-
operation, integration and

competition. The aim of the
exercise is to further con-
solidate and expand the
infegration and mutual re-
lations between the various
armed forces. This is to be

even beftter prepared for
the challenges that the Ca-
ribbean brings with if, such
as emergency aid during a
hurricane passage.[d
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Buoyant tourism bolsters Aruban economy in the second quarter of 2022

Today, the Centrale Bank
van Aruba (CBA) published
the State of the Economy
report for the second quar-
ter of 2022. The publication
contains national, as well
as international economic
developments. The high-
lights of this publication are
presented below.

In the second quarter of
2022, the economy of Aru-
ba continued on a growth
tfrack compared to the
same period in 2021. The
5.7 percent growth in real
GDP derived from the last-
ing positive  momentum
in Aruba’s tourism sector.
Measured indicators for in-
vestment and consumption
demonstrated an increase
in economic activity.

This persistentrecovery was
connected to an increase
in stay-over visitors and
nights, which boosted ho-
tel operations (Table 1). In
the first half of 2022, Aruba
saw a 61.9 percent climb in
stay-over visitors compared
to the first half of 2021, and
reached 91.8 percent of
2019 pre-COVID-level. A
surge in U.S. arrivals (+46.5
percent) fueled the high
number of stay-over vis-
its, along with growth in
all markets. The increased
tourism demand caused
a rise in occupied room
nights (+63.1 percent) and
other hotel sector indica-
fors. Aside from stay-over
visitors, cruise visitors also
confributed to the recov-
ery, registering a growth of
16,481.0 percent year-on-

year. Most consumption-
related indicators were
positive, pointing to arise in
consumption. Two of these
indicators, being turnover
taxes (+33.1 percent) and
commodity toxes (+21.0
percent), soared due to a
combination of the elevat-
ed level of tourism activity
and an upftick in domestic
consumption (Chart 1). The
increase in consumption
was noficeable in Aruba’s
frade deficit, which wid-
ened by Afl. 263.5 million,
resulting from the surge in
import (+31.3 percent) on
account also of higher im-
port prices.

Furthermore, investment
indicators largely showed
improvement compared to
the first half of 2021. Among
these indicators, the value
of imported base metals
and derivated works grew
by a notable 39.3 percent
in the first half of 2022 (2021
Jan-Jun:-9.8 percent), while
the value of imported ma-
chinery and electrotechni-
cal equipment surged by
23.6 percent (2021 Jan-Jun:
+6.2 percent). Additionally,
in the first half of 2022, new
commercial and housing
mortgages demonstrated
expansions in both value
and number compared to
the first half of 2021.

In line with international
price developments, the
consumer price index (CPI)
remained on its upward
frend reaching 103.3 in
June of 2022. The 5.3 per-
cent climb in the end-of-

Turnover taxes (BBO &
BAVP)

Taxes on commodities

Merchandise import
(valueg)

Housahaold water
consumption (m3)

Household electricity
consumption (KWh)

Total number of |-Pago
transactions

Total number of
workers registered at
the SVE

Chart 1: Consumption-related indicators
(YTD June 2022 vs. YTD June 2021)
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period inflation was primar-
ily aftributed to gasoline
prices (+2.9 percentage
points) and food and non-
alcoholic beverages (+1.2
percentage points). Addi-
fionally, the end-of-period
core inflation, which ex-
cludes food and energy,
fotaled 2.0 percent com-
pared to -0.4 percent in
June of 2021. The 12-month
average inflation  rate
reached 3.4 percent at the
end of June 2022, continu-
ing its upward path. None-
theless, the real exchange
rate for the Aruban flo-
rin vis-a-vis the U.S. dollar
frended downwards dur-
ing the first half of 2022. This
downward frend is a result
of consumer prices in the
United States rising faster
than those in Aruba.

Infernational  transactions
seftled through the bank-
ing sector resulted in a sig-
nificant net inflow of foreign
exchange of Afl. 402.7 mil-
lion pushing the level of in-
ternational reserves to Afl.
3.286.8 million ( incl. gold
and excl. revaluation dif-
ferences) (Chart 2). Both
the current and financial
accounts of the balance
of payments contributed
to this outcome, record-
ing net foreign exchange
inflows of, respectively, Afl.
315.0 million and Afl. 107.4
million. The significant rise
in international reserves
stemmed from a net in-
flow of fourism revenues
registered at commercial
banks and government for-
eign borrowing via a loan
agreement with the Neth-
erlands to finance maturing

Chart 2: International transactions through the banking

system
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external debt in 2022. Con-
sequently, the level of inter-
national reserves remained
adequate and well above
the benchmarks monitored
by the CBA.

In the first half of 2022,
based on available infor-
mation, the Government of
Aruba’s (GoA) fiscal deficit
dropped fo Afl. 16.8 mil-
lion, Afl. 313.3 million less
than in the same period of
2021. This contraction was
due to a decline in gov-
ernment expenditures (-Afl.
161.6 milion) and a robust
increase in  government
revenues (+Afl. 151.2 mil-
lion). Despite the revenue
growth noted in the first half
of 2022, it remained below
the 2019-level (90.3 percent
of 2019 figures), indicating
that there is sfill a gap to
bridge before reaching full
recovery.

In June 2022, government
debt reached Afl. 5,969.0
million, up from Afl. 5,655.6
million in December 2021.
An expansion of Afl. 243.5
million in foreign debt
caused this higher debt
stock. The debt-to-GDP
ratio increased by 0.6 per-
centage point and stood
at 101.7 percent in June
2022 compared to the end
of 2021.

The complete publication
is available on the CBA's
website. (https://www.
cbaruba.org/document/
state-of-the-economy).d
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History of Savaneta present in the play “Caciq

ORANJESTAD - Atelier's 89
with the support of CEDE
Aruba organizes the proj-
ect “Art in the Neighbor-
hood”, a project encom-
passing different disciplines
directed at children. This
Saturday, they will be pre-
senting the theatre play
“Cacique Chakamaguay”.

Art in the Neighborhood
was present in the district of
San Nicolas a few days ago
with the visual category
and now will be at the Cen-
tro di Bario Savaneta where
Ferdinand Franca, director
of the play, will present to-
gether with eleven children
the theatre play “Cacique
Chakamaguay”.

In an interview with our re-
porter, Franca expressed
that Art in the Neighbor-
hood is an initiative that is
present in all districts free
of cost; the children don’t
have to pay to receive
lessons. “It is a project in-
tended to motivate and
stimulate children to enter
the world of art in every dis-
cipline and to get to know
art, so that they can confin-
ue down the path of danc-
ing or theatre in the future.
That is the main goal”, he
said.

Franca, who is a CKV
teacher (Cultural and Artis-
tic Formation) is certified for
working with primary and
secondary school children
as well as special needs.
Currently he is giving art les-
sons in secondary school.
He also directs different
projects, for example a few
months ago he directed a
musical. He is someone in-
volved in a variety of proj-
ects “in order to also revive
theatre this way. As we can
see, there is not a lot of
theatre particularly for chil-
dren.”

He is also in the process of
establishing a foundation,
which will be known at a
later date.

Regarding the play “Cao-
cique Chakamaguay”,
which the children togeth-
er with Franca produced in
one month’s fime, which is
how long the project lasts.
The play incorporates other
disciplines like music and

dance.

“This is a play about a his-
tory of Savaneta because
it is set in Savaneta. | go
a little bit into history.” He
also pointed out that he
received help from Aruban
historian Dufi Kock regard-
ing historical facts of how
the Caquetio Indians arrive
in Aruba, and how they en-
countered Spaniards like
Alonso de Ojeda, all which
is part of our history and will
be presented in the play.
He assures that this is not
only for entertainment but
also contributes to educa-
tion and awareness.

He said the play has dura-
fion of 20 to 30 minutes.
Acting in it are about 11
child actors between the
ages of 7 and thirteen
years. It covers a part of the
origin of Aruba, which the
natives called Ora Ubao
and the Spanish called
Ora Ubo - because “there
was gold” but now there is
no gold anymore. The play
adds new content to these
historical facts and the chil-
dren also added improvisa-
fion. They investigated how
families lived in the past,
and the children together
with Franca created this
theatre play.

Franca says that the name
“Cacique Chakamaguay”

came from a person who
helped them at the Cen-
fro di Bario. He fold Franca
that in the past, there was
an Indian called Chakam-
aguay. This name stayed in
the person’s memory, and
then Franca decided to use
it for the main character
of the play because they
found the name pretty. He
will be the most important
person in the story, accord-
ing to Franca. He also said
that back then the Indi-
ans had chiefs — cacique.
“There are some names
included like Bushiri, words
that we use nowadays that
we don't know come from
the natives, that | included
to fill the contents of the

play.”

The plot is about a young
cacique who goes fighting
fo save his family. “We all
know the Spaniards came
here to imprison the nao-
tives, let's put it like that.
Then | made it a little pret-
fier and not as cruel as his-
tory can be”, Franca com-
mented.

The play will be presented
this Saturday, 22nd of Oc-
tober at the Centro di Bario
Savaneta. However, if other
neighborhoods show an in-
terest, the play can be per-
formed there as well, ac-
cording to Franca. "l find it

very nice if other neighbor-
hoods can see the same
play”, Franca said.

The eleven children par-
ticipating in the play were
advertising for it in Savo-
neta and surrounding ar-
eas, asking in afterschool
centers and schools in the
neighborhood in there
were children interested in
taking part in this play in or-

ve Chakamaguay’

I
ol

der to complete the group
that will be performing this
Saturday. The play is pre-
sented from 7 to 8pm and
entrance is free.

One photograph shows
the book “History of Sava-
neta” from historian Dufi
Kock illustrated by Franco
Koolman. The other pho-
fograph shows Ferdinand
Franca.l
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Millennial Money: When pinching
pennies isn’'t enough
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five dollar bills and a penny in New York.

By KELSEY SHEEHY

of NerdWallet

Scaling back streaming
subscriptions is solid savings
advice for some. But what
if the choice you're faced
with is not whether to
pay for Netflix or Hulu, but
whether to pay for food or
electricity?2

Millions of Americans face
food, housing and general
financial insecurity every
year, according fo data
fromthe U.S. Census Bureau
and Department of Agri-
culture. And getting help
often means navigating
a maze of websites, auto-
mated telephone systems
and confusing applications
only to land on a yearslong
waitlist or worse — find out
you don't qualify.

The good news: You don't
have to figure this out on
your own. There are finan-
cial counselors, nonprofits
and other local and na-
tional organizations that
exist to help you find your
financial footing.

If you're currently facing
eviction, can't feed your
family or are experiencing
some other financial crisis,
dial 211 now to tfalk with
a local expert who can
connect you to assistance
programs for food, housing
and utility expenses, medi-

Associated Press
cal bills and other emer-
gencies.

Not in crisis mode yet but
barely keeping your head
above watere Take these
steps to prioritize the mon-
ey you do have coming in,
then get help filing in the
gaps.

GO BACK TO BASICS

Start with a budget — even
if you don't think you have
enough money coming
in fo have a budgeft, says
Amy Smith, a financial
counselor in central Texas.
“It doesn't matter how
much vyou're bringing in
— any amount of money
— because you're at least
teling that money where
fo go,” says Smith, who is
also the membership en-
gagement coordinator for
the Association for Finan-
cial Counseling & Planning
Education.

Your first budget won't be
pretty. Your third or fourth
might not be either. That's
OK. Try fo stick with it and
play around with different
budgeting methods to find
one that works for you.
“When | started this jour-
ney, the end of my budget
was red,” Smith says, indi-
cating that she didn't have
the funds to cover all of her
expenses. ‘At least | knew |
needed extra money.”

Beautiful Latin Girls _
Pick-up & Delivery
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You will also know how to
reallocate your funds if you
get some extra income or
a few months of utility as-
sistance.

PRIORITIZE THE ESSENTIALS

If there's not enough mon-
ey to cover all your ex-
penses, fend to your basic
needs first. These include
housing,  Utilities, food,
fransportaftion and child
care, among other things.
“If that means a credit
card doesn’t get paid that

month, that happens,”
Smith says.

Bills you can't cover
shouldn't  be ignored,

though. Call the creditor —
whether it's your landlord,
mortgage company, utility
provider or credit card is-
suer — and explain the sit-
uation. Then, ask if there's
any help available. Even a
waived late fee can help.

TAKE HELP WHERE YOU CAN
Don't let perceived social
stigma keep you from get-
fing the help you need.
And don't fall into the trap
of thinking services like
food banks or food stamps
aren't foryou, or that things
aren't “that bad” yet.

It can take time to get
from application to assis-
tance, especially for fed-
eral programs. The waitlist
for some federal housing
vouchers can be years
long., according to Erik
Gartland, a research ana-
lyst at the Center on Bud-
get and Policy Priorities. On
the flip side, SNAP benefits
(often referred to as food
stamps) can kick in within
seven days of applying if
you have no income, says
Dottie Rosenbaum, a se-
nior fellow and director of
federal SNAP policy at the
CBPP.

Tracking down programs,
forms, applications and
eligibility requirements is te-
dious and fime consuming,
especially if you're facing
language barriers, don't
have reliable internet ac-
cess or simply don't have
the time because you're
caring and providing for
your family.

Lean on organizations with
the sole focus of connect-
ing people in need to the
assistance available.
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This photo courtesy of the Museum of London Archaeology

(MOLA), provided in October 2022, shows excavation of the
East Smithfield plague pits in London, which were used for mass

burials in 1348 and 1349.

Associated Press

Genetic twist: Medieval
plague may have
molded our immunity

By LAURA UNGAR

AP Science Writer

Our Medieval ancestors
left us with a biological leg-
acy: Genes that may have
helped them survive the
Black Death make us more
susceptible to certain dis-
eases foday.

It's a prime example of the
way germs shape us over
time, scientists say in a new
study published Wednes-
day in the journal Nature.
"Our genome today is a
reflection of our whole
evolutionary history" as we
adapt to different germs,
said Luis Barreiro, a senior
author of the research.
Some, like those behind
the bubonic plague, have
had a big impact on our
immune systems.

The Black Death in the
14th century was the sin-
gle deadliest event in re-
corded history, spreading
throughout Europe, the
Middle East and northern
Africa and wiping out up
tfo 30% to 50% of the popu-
lation.

Barreiro and his colleagues
at the University of Chica-
go, McMaster University in
Ontario and the Pasteur
Institute in Paris examined
ancient DNA samples from
the bones of more than
200 people from London
and Denmark who died
over about 100 years that
stretched before, during,
and after the Black Death
swept through that region.
They identified four genes
that, depending on the
variant, either protected

against or increased sus-
ceptibility to the bacte-
ria that causes bubonic
plague, which is most often
fransmitted by the bite of
an infected flea.

They found that what
helped people in Medi-
eval fimes led to problems
generations later — raising
the frequency of mutations
defrimental in  modern
fimes.

Some of the same genetic
variants identified as pro-
tective against the plague
are associated with cer-
tain  autoimmune  disor-
ders, such as Crohn's dis-
ease, rheumatoid arthrifis
and lupus. In these sorts of
diseases, the immune sys-
tfem that defends the body
against disease and in-
fection attacks the body's
own healthy fissues.(]

Aruba Divi Phoenix

Palm Beach

1 BR WK # 44 and 45 room #
706

32 weeks remain

Price : $ 7 K each

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Renaissance Ocean Suites
Private Islands

1 BR WK # 38 room # 2322
Harbor / Ocean view $6K

1 BR WK #41 room # 2517

1 BR WK #42 room # 2501
Pool / Ocean view $7 K each
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Renaissance Ocean Suites
Private Islands

1 BR WK # 42 room # 2136
Ground floor harbor ocean view
$5K

1 BR WK # 43 and 44 room #
2245

Pool / Ocean view

Price : $6 K each

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Gold Coast

Wespunt 24 hour security
Town House

3 BR 2 1/2 Bath

Price :$470 K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Want To Sell your Time -Share

Contact Halley Time Travel

Aruba

37 Years expierence doing

honest

Business on the islands

Call : 011-297-630-1307

johnnypaesch@gmail.com

halleytimetravelaruba.online
215836
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Costa Linda Beach resort
Eagle beach

2 BR, 2 bath week 41 and 42
Room # 1023 ground floor
Near pool and ocean

Price : $25 K both weeks

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Divi Village Golf

Eagle Beach

1 BR WK # 42 room #4115
Eagle building with 23 weeks
remain

Price : $ 7K

Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Tierra Del Sol

Wespunt comunity gate
Condo townhouse

3 BR, 2 1/2 bath ocean view
With garage fully furnished
Price :$ 475 K
Call:011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House For sale

Tibushi wespunt

2 BR, 2 bath with 1 appartment
Pool

Price :$375K

Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

HEALTH

DOCTOR ON DUTY

Oranjestad

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm
Tel. 527 4000

San Nicolas

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

PHARMACY ON DUTY

Oranjestad:

Oduber Tel. 582 1780
San Nicolas:

San Lucas Tel. 584 5119

OTHER

Dental Clinic 587 9850
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539

EMERGENCY

Police 100
Oranjestad 527 3140
Noord 527 3200
Sta. Cruz 527 2900
San Nicolas 584 5000
Police Tipline 11141
Ambulancia 911

Fire Dept. 115

Red Cross 582 2219
TAXI SERVICES

Taxi Tas 587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300

Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232

A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828
TRAVEL INFO
ruba Airport 524 2424
merican Airlines 582 2700
vianca 588 0059
Jet Blue 588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

AID FOUNDATIONS

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

lAlcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989

Fundacion Contra Violencia
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

ICentre for Diabetes
Tel. 524 8888

IChild Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118
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‘Black Adam,’ a superhero franchise born on a Rock

By MARK KENNEDY

AP Entertainment Writer
Not long info “Black
Adam,” a preteen boy
looks up at the muscled
hulk of Dwayne Johnson
and begs for his help: “We
could use a superhero right
now."” Speak for yourself,
kid.

Do we need another su-
perhero  with another
convoluted  origin  story
that stretches back thou-
sands of years and fulfills
a whacko destinye Do we
really need another clutch
of secondary level heroes
to muddy focus2 We're al-
most 40 deep into the Mar-
vel Cinematic Universe and
a dozen in the DC universe.
You can almost smell the
fumes now, can't you?
“Black Adam” isn't bad, it's
just predictable and color-
by-numbers, stealing from
other films like an intellectu-
al property super-villain. But
Johnson is a natural in the
fitle role, mixing might with
humor and able to deliver
those necessary wooden
lines. Why he hasn't had a
starring role in a DC or Mar-
vel superhero flick until now
is astonishing—c’'mon, he's
built himself into a freaking
superhero in street clothes
already.

Like Marvel's “Efternals,”
“Black Adam” gets out of
the blocks very sluggishly
with the tangled tale of
our sefting — Kahndag,
a fictional Middle Eastern
kingdom in 2,600 B.C. that
has wizards, a blood-thirsty
king, a magical crown and
Eternium, a rare metallic

Adam.”

ore with energy-manipulat-
ing properties (Hello, Vibra-
nium from “Black Panther”).
Flash-forward to present
day, where Kahndag is un-
der the cruel rule of the or-
ganized crime syndicate In-
tergang and its citizens are
ripe torebel. They think they
may have a leader in Black
Adam (here Teth Adam,
when he is infroduced),
who is released from his
5,000-year-long tomb and
is naturally cranky. Is he a
force for good or bad? (Or
for a new sub-franchise?)
The answer is yes to alll.

Yet the other superheroes
in the DC pantheon aren’t
sure about the new guy
and send what can only be
described as the Plan B of
muscle from leffover mem-
bers of a knock-off orgo-
nization called the Justice
Society of America.

There's Doctor Fate (a dol-
lar-store  Doctor Strange

J TN

This image released by Warner Bros. Pictures shows Dwayne Johnson in a scene from “Black

played by Pierce Brosnan,
who somehow keeps his
dignity), Atom Smasher
(Noah Cenfineo, nicely
playing a dweeby and
always hungry giant), Al-
dis Hodge as a one-note
Hawkman and Quintessa
Swindell as Cyclone, who
can conftrol checks
notes — the wind. They ap-
parently left at home the
superhero with the ability to
open jars.

Black Adam is more than a
match for all of them com-
bined. He can fly, move
as fast as The Flash, catfch
rockets, deflect bullets and
harness his own bluish elec-
tricity. Mostly he does this
weirdly passive thing of just
floating. “lI kneel before
no one” he intones, which
might explain it.

Director Jaume Collet-
Serra and the design
feam do a great job in
every department but are

Associated Press

let down by a derivative
and baggy screenplay by
Adam Sztykiel, Rory Haines
and Sohrab  Noshirvani
that goes from one violent
scene to another lke a
video game in order to pa-
per over a plot both under-
cooked and overcooked.
At one point, with the audi-
ence exhausted by all the
carnage, they infroduce
skeletons who rise up as a
legion from hell, just what
we wanted.

They nicely include pock-
ets of humor that DC has
not always done well — a
recurring bit with “Baby
Come Back” and teach-
ing Black Adam satire are
fun; a Clint Eastwood gag
fails — and there may have
been three natural endings
piing up before the final,
manipulative one. (“This
can only end one way,”
says the script. Don't be-
lieve it.)

Amidst the punching su-
perheroes are two humans
— a rebel leader and her
skateboard-and-comics-
loving pre-teen son, played
superbly by Sarah Shahi
and Bodhi Sabongui, re-
spectively. Comedian Mo-
hammed Amer is a much-
needed bolt of bright hu-
mor.

Most intriguing — and the
angle most fruitful to lean
infto — is the notion of hero
itself. The Justice Society
members are shocked to
find that they aren’t seen
as heroic to the residents
of Kahndagq, living 27 years
under oppression. Black
Adam has come to help,
even if he's a litfle more
violent. Residents wonder
where were the guys with
all the superpowers for al-
most three decades while
they suffered — a nice dig
at Western nations.

The number of — ahem —
call-backs to other fims is
pretty sad — “Tomb Raid-
er,” “Back to the Future”
and plenty of “Star Wars”
(even, unforgivably, the line
“You're our only hope”.)
It's a film that is sometimes
self-aware, as when the kid
urges Black Adam to come
up with a catchphrase that
will sell lunchboxes.

He does, but it makes little
sense: “Tell them, ‘The man
in black sent you.” Wait,
he was sent by someone
else? Do they mean John-
ny Cashe Actually that
may be a clue. What the
flmmakers probably had
in mind was cash — selling
those lunchboxes.[]

Former President Donald Trump pauses while speaking at a
rally at the Minden Tahoe Airport in Minden, Nev., Saturday,
Oct. 8, 2022.

Associated Press

Audiobook features talks between

Trump and Bob Woodward

NEW YORK (AP) — More
than eight hours of con-
versations between Don-
ald Trump and Bob Wood-
ward will be released next
week as an audiobook.

Simon & Schuster Audio
announced Tuesday that
“The Trump Tapes” will be
published Oct. 25. Wood-
ward, along with Washing-
ton Post colleague Robert
Costa, interviewed Trump
in 2016, when he was
seeking the Republican
nomination for president.

Woodward then inter-
viewed the then-president
19 times in 2019-2020 for
his bestseling book on
the Trump administration,
“Rage.”

“I'm doing something
here that I've never done
before, presenting the
lengthy, raw interviews
of my work,” Woodward
comments in the infroduc-
fion. "l wanted to put as
much of Trump’s voice,
his own words, out there
for the historical record

sO people can hear and
make their own assess-
ments.”

Former first lady Melania
Trump, Donald Trump Jr.
and Vice President Mike
Pence are among those
who stopped by while
Woodward and the presi-
dent were speaking. The
audiobook also includes
Woodward's  discussions
with  Trump's son-in-law,
Jared Kushner, and no-
fional security adviser Rob-
ert O'Brien.]
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Briltney Griner spends 32nd birthday in Russian prison

By DOUG FEINBERG

AP Basketball Writer
Brittney Griner spent her
32nd birthday in a Russian
prison, awaiting an appeal
to her nine-year sentence
for drug possession that's
set for next week.

The WNBA star has been
especially down lately,
according fo her lawyers.
They were with her for part
of her birthday on Tuesday.
Maria Blagovolina, a part-
ner at Rybalkin, Gortsun-
yan, Dyakin, said it wasn't
much of a celebration,
but that Griner's attorneys
passed along well wishes
from family and friends.
"She did smile, it was re-
ally good to see her smil-
ing," Blagovolina wrote in
an email to The Associated
Press. Griner later released
a statement through her
agent, Lindsay Kagawa
Colas.

"Thank you everyone for
fighting so hard to get me
home. All the support and
love are definitely helping
me," Griner said.

Griner's appeal hearing
is scheduled for Oct. 25.
While if's unlikely the ap-
peal will overturn her con-
viction, her lawyers hope it
could lessen the sentence.

"We hope the ferm of the
sentence will be reduced,"
Blagovolina said.

Griner was convicted Aug.
4 in an unusually swift ver-
dict and given a longer
sentence than most Rus-
sians receiver for similar of-
fenses. The 6-foot-9 center,
who played professionally
in Russia during the WNBA
offseason, was detained
on Feb. 17, a week before
Russia invaded Ukraine.
Police said they found
vape canisters with can-
nabis oil in Griner's luggage
at Sheremetyevo Airport in
Moscow. Her lawyers said
she had been prescribed
cannabis for pain, and Gri-
ner said she had inadver-
tently packed them and
had no criminal intent.
Griner is also waiting for a
potential swap of prisoners
between Russia and the
U.S. Secretary of State Ant-
ony Blinken took the unusu-
al step of revealing publicly
in July that Washington had
made a "substantial pro-
posal' to get Griner home,
along with Paul Whelan, an
American serving a 16-year
senfence in Russia for es-
pionage.

Blinken didn't elaborate,
but The AP and other news

organizations have report-
ed that Washington has of-
fered to exchange Griner
and Whelan for Viktor Bout,
a Russian arms dealer who
is serving a 25-year sen-
tence in the U.S. and once
earned the nickname the
"merchant of death."

The White House said it has
not yet received a produc-
five response from Russia to
the offer.

Her friends and family are
frying tfo keep Griner's
name in the forefront of
people's minds amid deli-
cate negotiations between
the U.S. and Russia that
seem to be stalled.

"I pray for her mental
health and sanity and us
doing what we can do to
help keep her name out
there," said South Caro-
lina coach Dawn Staley,
who coached Griner at
last year's Tokyo Olympics.
"To get her home. | hope
it's at a time that's sooner
rather than later. She's one
of our own in an incredible
situation, It's going to take
positive synergy, prayers,
and some powerful people
making some deals to get
her home."

Golden State guard Ste-
phen Curry took fime dur-

WNBA star and two-time Olympic gold medalist Brittney Griner

is escorted from a courtroom after a hearing in Khimki just out-
side Moscow, Russia, on Aug. 4, 2022,

ing the Warriors' cham-
pionship ring ceremony
Tuesday night fo make an
impassioned plea in sup-
port of Griner.

"We want to continue to
use our platform and the
opportunity to shout out
a very special member of
the basketball community.
Brittney Griner's birthday is
today, she's 32," Curry told
the crowd before the de-
fending NBA champions
beat the Los Angeles Lak-
ers. "We want tfo continue
to let her name be known
and we pray ... it's been 243

Associated Press

days since she was wrong-
fully incarcerated in Russia.
We hope that she comes
home soon, that every-
body's doing their part to
get her home."

The U.S. women's team
won its fourth consecutive
World Cup title earlier this
month and captain Bre-
anna Stewart said that the
medal was dedicated to
Griner, who would have
been on the team had she
not been in jail.

Griner was honored when
she heard that from her
lawyers.( 4

Bell says Wallace apologized on flight home from Las Vegas

By JENNA FRYER

AP Auto Racing Writer
Bubba Wallace and Chris-
topher Bell shared a flight
home from Las Vegas, and
Wallace apologized dur-
ing the ftrip to his fellow
Toyota teammate for the
incident that crippled Bell's
championship chances.
Bell said Wallace also apol-
ogized to the entire Toyota
group in the Monday com-
petition meeting. Wallace
has been suspended one
race by NASCAR for a
dangerous act of retalio-
fion that inadvertently col-
lected Bell.

"We actually flew home
together on Sunday night
and he did apologize
Sunday, and then he ad-
dressed our entire group
on Monday and the com-
petition  meeting," Bell
said Wednesday. "He just
apologized for what went
down and the fact that

—

Bubba Wallace, right, argues with Kyle Larson after the two

\

crashed during a NASCAR Cup Series auto race Sunday, Oct.

16, 2022, in Las Vegas.

we got taken out is unfor-
tunate circumstances."

Walloce has been sus-
pended for Sunday's race
at Homestead-Miami
Speedway for deliberately
retaliating against reigning
NASCAR champion Kyle
Larson at Las Vegas. Wal-
lace hooked Larson in the

Associated Press

rear corner of his car to
spin him directly into traf-
fic, where Larson drilled
Bell and ended Bell's race.
Bell drives for Joe Gibbs
Racing and Wallace drives
for 23Xl Racing, which is
co-owned by JGR driver
Denny Hamlin. The two
teams have an alliance,

and Toyota demands its
teams work together.

Bell and Hamlin are the
only two Toyota drivers still
eligible to qualify for next
month's winner-take-all
championship finale, and
Bell is now ranked last in
the eight-driver field.

There are four slofs in the
championship finale and
Joey Logano claimed the
first spot for Team Penske
and Ford with his win Sun-
day at Las Vegas. But the
entire opening race of the
third round of NASCAR's
playoffs has been over-
shadowed by Wallace,
who lost his cool when he
and Larson were racing for
position and neither would
give an inch of room.

Larson ended up running
Wallace into the wall, and
Wallace immediately re-
taliated by chasing Larson
down the track and hook-
ing him back into traffic.

By hitting the passing car
of Bell, Larson's trajectory
was stopped before he
slammed directly into the
wall.

Wallace then had a shov-
ing match with Larson after
the crash and also pushed
away a NASCAR official.
The suspension handed
down Tuesday falls under
NASCAR's behavioral poli-
cy and fechnically covers
most of Wallace's actions
at Las Vegas.

But Steve O'Donnell, the
executive in charge of
competition and racing
operations, said the pen-
alties were for Wallace's
dangerous and deliberate
retaliation against Larson,
not the fracas a few mo-
ments later. O'Donnell said
Wallace's hooking of Lar-
son was "really a danger-
ous act that we thought
was intentional and put
other competitors at risk.]"
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As MLB playoffs expand, regular-season success matiters less

By RONALD BLUM

AP Baseball Writer

NEW YORK (AP) — Major
League Baseball views ex-
panded playoffs as the
more the merrier. Not for
the Los Angeles Dodgers,
Atflanta Braves, New York
Mets and St. Louis Cardi-
nals.

The National League's four
winningest teams failed to
reach the League Champi-
onship Series, six months of
accomplishment undone
in just a few days.
Philadelphia is vying to be-
come the first third-place
team to reach the World
Series after clinching the
12th and final playoff spot
on Oct. 3, three weeks after
the Dodgers locked up the
first.

Years of expansion have
turned the Fall Classic info

L, A
" =

B

A —

- B \"'. 'L--;'"“"::
ar., =N .

T =

. £ =

Fans cheer behind the dugout during the ninth inning in Game
4 of baseball's National League Division Series between the
Philadelphia Phillies and the Atlanta Braves, Saturday, Oct. 15,

2022, in Philadelphia.

a month-plus tournament
and the 162-game seo-
son info a postseason pro-
logue.

"The hot team is really dif-

Everyday triple points

Associated Press

ficult to beat in general,”
Houston pitcher Justin Ver-
lander said. "And then so
you take the best teams in
the regular season, have

them take off five days,
which we're not used to,
and then have the hot
team keep playing ... | think
you can see how easily you
can lose that series.”
Philadelphia, with the Na-
fional League's sixth-best
record, opened the NLCS
with a win at San Diego,
which was No. 5.

Houston, the Ameri-
can League's winningest
team, opens the ALCS on
Wednesday night against
the New York Yankees, who
had the No. 2 record.

All remaining teams are
among the top nine pay-
rolls: the Yankees third
($254 million), Phillies fourth
($237 million), Padres fifth

($221 milion) and Astros
ninth ($186 million).
From 1903-68, the teams

with the fop record in each

Totally sanitized table and chips.

ORCHID CASINO

Located in the Riu Antillas (formerly the Westin)

for you and your party.

Call 525 7777 ext.209
to make a reservation.

welcomes you to RESERVE YOUR OWN PRIVATE TABLE

league advanced directly
fo the World Series.

Then playoffs were added
and only 15 fteams with
their league's top record
won the World Series from
1969-93, according to the
Elias Sports Bureau. After
a second round of play-
offs was infroduced, just
six clubs with their league's
fop mark took the fitle from
1995-2011 and five have
won it all since wild-card
games started in 2012.
And this year included an
entire wild-card round that
led to byes for the four top
teams — along with five off
days.

"Just adding more teams
tfo the mix makes it more
difficult of aroad," Yankees
manager Aaron Boone
said. "Especially in baseball
probably a litfle bit more
so than other sports, kind
of any feam can win on a
given day."

Four of the six winningest
regular-season teams
failed to reach this year's
LCS. The Dodgers (111)
and Braves (101) lost in the
best-of-five Division Series.
The Mets (101) and Cardi-
nals (93) were knocked out
in the best-of-three wild-
card round.

"You could be the best
feam and your season
comes down to a three-
game series. | don't like
that format going forward
for a 162-game season,”
pitcher Max Scherzer said
last October.

The postseason doubled to
four teams in 1969 with the
start of the LCS, doubled
again fo eight in 1995 with
Division Series, increased to
10 in 2012 with wild-card
games and to 12 this year.
Only two teams with win-
ning records failed fo make
the playoffs, Milwaukee
and Baltimore — and they
would have if the players'
association had agreed to
Commissioner Rob Man-
fred's 14-team plan.
Among the players' pro-
posals was expanding the
Division Series to best-of-
seven with reseeding after
each round. They also said
they would consider MLB's
proposal for a 14-team
postseason if it included
giving the higher seed a
"ghost win" — starting with
a 1-0 series lead..



